
 

November 2018 Ballot Information 
The following contains information about where the candidates for state and federal office in Arizona 
stand in relation to the Jewish Community Alliance’s Core Values, particularly educational choice and 
strong U.S.-Israel relations. 

U.S. Senate 

Martha McSally:  

- Supported the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s “undivided capital.” 
(https://mcsally.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/us-rep-mcsally-applauds-president-s-
decision-recognize-jerusalem-israel) 

- Speaks publicly against the UN’s anti-Israel bias. 
(https://twitter.com/RepMcSally/status/943906417223839745)  

- Stated position: “Since day one in Congress, McSally has worked to strengthen U.S. support for 
Israel. Not only has she personally visited Israel to hear first-hand from top Israeli and 
Palestinian officials about the region’s most pressing national security issues,  she 
also introduced a resolution expressing solidarity with the Israeli people, authored legislation to 
prevent the discrimination of Israeli-produced goods, and advocated for increased missile 
defense spending for Israel throughout the national defense authorization process—including 
the Iron Dome weapons system.” (mcsally.house.gov) 

Kyrsten Sinema: 

- Stated position: “I believe that Israel has the right to defend herself from her neighbors and 
from terrorist organizations. I also believe that the best path to long-term peace for Israel is a 
two-state solution – one a secure Jewish state of Israel and the other, an independent, 
demilitarized Palestine. To achieve this outcome, the U.S. must play a role in the peace process, 
but lasting peace will only emerge from direct negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians 
themselves. I support and I believe that the U.S. must support direct bilateral negotiations.” 
(https://kyrstensinema.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Kyrsten-Sinema-Israel-Position-
Paper.pdf)  

- In Congress, Sinema voted against the Iran deal. 
- According to news reports, before Congress, Sinema engaged in “anti-Israel activism in the early 

2000s, when she organized for the Arizona Alliance for Peace and Justice (AAPJ), a group whose 
members have denounced Israel's ‘disproportionate’ use of ‘violence and oppression.’ Sinema 
also once served as a spokesman for Women in Black, an anti-war group that was founded in 
part to support Palestinians during the Intifada.” (https://freebeacon.com/national-
security/sinema-championed-creation-department-peace/) 

  



U.S. Congress District 9 
 
Stephen Ferrara:  

- Stated position: “Iran, the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism remains intent on doing 
harm to America and our allies, most notably Israel. While the withdrawal from the JCPOA was a 
step in the right direction, increased vigilance and active engagement are critical to protecting 
Americans and our interests throughout the Middle East.” 
(https://ferraraforcongress.com/issues/)  
 

Greg Stanton:  
- Supports a two-state solution, with the U.S. as a negotiating partner. 
- As mayor of Phoenix, formed an economic partnership between Phoenix & Ramat Gan, Israel 
- Believes in Israel's right to self-defense, and supports U.S. efforts to ensure that defense 

through systems like Iron Dome (https://jacpac.org/candidates/house/az/greg-stanton)  
 
Governor 
 
Doug Ducey 

- Signed expansion of Arizona’s Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program. 
(https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona-education/2017/04/07/arizona-gov-
doug-ducey-signs-school-voucher-expansion/100159192/)  

- Signed anti-BDS legislation. (https://azdailysun.com/news/state-and-regional/legislative-briefs-
ducey-signs-israel-anti-boycott-bill/article_2a0f17ab-4540-582a-b703-b77aefec48f8.html) 

 
David Garcia 

- Stated position: “policymakers in states where ESAs are expanded at the same time that public 
school budgets are cut should prioritize their obligation to adequately fund public schools, 
including charter schools, before establishing alternative programs that divert funds out of the 
public school system.” 
(https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/08/10/arizona-elections-governor-
critics-decry-david-garcia-new-book-school-choice-public-education/952770002/)  

 
State Senator District 28 
 
Kate Brophy McGee 

- Stated position: “We have to stop the automatic 20% annual growth in the corporate STO 
program, which is diverting taxpayer dollars away from public education to private schools at an 
exponential and damaging rate.  There is absolutely no oversight for how the money is spent, 
and 10% of those dollars are swept off the top going to the STO operators with no accountability 
to the taxpayers.” (http://katemcgee.com/issues/schoolreform/)  

 
Christine Porter Marsh 

- Stated position: “Those of us who care deeply about public education and the future of our state 
must work together to focus on what impacts 80 percent of students in our state — stopping 
the expansion of vouchers [Empowerment Scholarship Accounts] and School Tuition 
Organizations.” (https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/2017/01/03/expand-
vouchers-arizona/95911016/)  

 



 
State Representative District 28 
 
Kathy Pappas Petsas 

- Stated position: “I do not support the expansion of vouchers [Empowerment Scholarship 
Accounts].” (http://azchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Pappas-Petsas-LD-28.pdf)  

 
Maria Syms 

- Stated position: “As your State Representative, I will double down on my work and our recent 
successes to create the best environment for high academic achievement by […] supporting 
parental school choice.” (http://symsforaz.com/priorities/improving-education)  

 
Kelli Butler 

- Stated position: “I oppose this expansion of vouchers and will vote NO on Proposition 305.” 
(http://azchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Butler-LD-28.pdf)  

 
Aaron Lieberman 

- Stated position: “Arizona currently spends over $600 million a year on tax credits for private and 
public schools that help very few children. And the schools can’t reliably count on these funds, 
or use them for their most pressing needs. Private schools can and should fundraise for 
scholarships -- just as they do in other states and like they used to do here. And as public schools 
get more state funds in their base-funding, the need for additional tax credit dollars gets smaller 
and smaller.” (https://aaron4az.com/aaron-on-the-issues/) 

 


